
​Special Resolution - ACNC Registration - Information Memorandum.​

​Summary​
​Members are advised that at the upcoming Annual General Meeting, the Chamber will​
​consider a special resolution to amend its Rules.​

​The purpose of these changes is to update our objectives and compliance clauses so the​
​Chamber can apply for registration as a charity with the Australian Charities and​
​Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).​

​Registration as a charity will strengthen our community focus, open access to new grant and​
​funding opportunities, and demonstrate our commitment to public benefit and accountability.​

​Understanding What the Change Means to the Chamber’s Status​
​Your Chamber of Commerce is currently an incorporated association registered under the​
​Associations Incorporation Act 2015 (WA).​

​That status makes it a not-for-profit organisation, but not automatically a registered charity.​
​Becoming a registered charity means applying to the ACNC for charity registration under​
​one or more “charitable purposes” (e.g. advancing education, community welfare, or​
​economic development).​

​This is a federal status, separate from your state incorporation.​
​The Chamber would also be able to apply to the ATO to be endorsed as a deductible gift​
​recipient (DGR) this would allow donors to potentially claim a tax deduction.​

​Legal Structure​
​The Chamber will still remain an​​incorporated association​​under WA law.​
​However, we will gain additional obligations and benefits under the ACNC framework.​

​Reporting​
​As a registered charity, apart from the Chamber’s existing reporting obligations, as a small​
​charity with annual revenues less than $500,000 we would have to provide an Annual​
​Information Statement to the ACNC and submit an annual financial report (no review or audit​
​required). If and when the Chamber’s revenues exceed $500,000 and remain below $3m per​
​annum, the financial report has to be reviewed by a suitably qualified reviewer.​


